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"Alexander assembles material from Scripture and tradition, through religious law and ethical

literature to a section on Society and the Jews, and prefaces the whole with an admirable

introduction."Ã¢â‚¬â€•Jonathan Sacks, Jewish Chronicle "The texts . . . which are drawn from over

two thousand years of history, are usefully divided, annotated and glossed. They enable students to

explore the tradition in a new way [and] give a marvellous insight into the richness and liveliness of

the Jewish religion and culture: we are given wit and pathos in addition to popular story and

religious law."Ã¢â‚¬â€•Janet Trotter, Resource
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Text: English (translation) --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.

This series aims to meet a fundamental need in the study of religions, namely that for new, reliable

translations of major texts. Each volume in the series covers a wide range of literature, including

liturgy and legend, folklore and faith, mysticism and modern thought, political issues, poetry and

popular writings. Attention is paid to daily religious life as exemplified in worship or in law, as well as

to great movements of thought. The translations are accompanied by generous annotation, glosses,

and explanations, thus providing valuable aids to understanding the special character of each

religion.

Fit the need perfectly.



Good introductory book for jewish converts

Philip Alexander, Professor of Post-Biblical Jewish Literature at Manchester University and

Co-Director of the Centre for Jewish Studies, external examiner for Oxford and Cambridge and

consultant to Tel Aviv,is probably the greatest non-Jewish scholar of Jewish history and literature

since the time of Wycliffe and other classical christian Hebraists. His encyclopaedic knowledge of

the Hebrew Bible, Midrash, Talmud, Targum, Mishna, Kabbalah, later rabbinic commentaries and

modern history is truly awe inspiring. Recognised as a supreme scholar by everyone from Roshei

Yeshivot to radical contemporaries, Prof. Alexander's innate modesty and kindness have prevented

him from enjoying the international recognition he deserves. He has translated some important

Dead Sea Scrolls and is about to produce a new edition of one of the most esoteric books of the

Bible. Undergraduates on any course in theology and religions can do no better than to read

Alexander on Judaism. This book is a classic of how it should be done but seldom is.
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